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and educating nine young men in the Se- be annually maintained and educated, but 

minary. Last year they increased the aid have not yet received a Report since the 

to =£100 per annum, and expect thnt augmentation, 
about fifteen young men will, in future, 



ABSTRACT OF THE FOREGOING ACCOUNT 

Jt. s. d, 
3,707 Children annually educated in the Schools, 
aided by the Association. 
16 Schools, to which aid was granted towards building ; 

amounting to - - 631 12 6 

S8 Schools, to which aid is annually granted, towards the 

maintenance of the masters, 
Aid granted to Seminary, 



Total Sum paid by Association towards building, 
Do. annually paid for establishment of Schools, 
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731 12 6 
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By order of the Association, fyc. 

Win. Watson, Sub-Treasurer. 
( A correct Copy ) 

J. C. Sec. 



Tor the Belfast Monthly Maga&ine. 

DIALOGUE ON SIGNING THE PROTES- 
TANT PETITION IN FAVOUR OF CA- 
THOLIC EMANCIPATION. 

(Concluded from No. 52, Page 349J 

NED. My dear friend Pat, as you 
have hitherto indulged me with 
your good company, and improving 
conversation, I am happy in meeting 
you once more ; you have satisfacto- 
rily answered my queries, and solved 
many of my doubts : a few still re 
maio on which I would like to have 
your opinion 

Pat. Most willingly : One of the 
many advantages arising from so- 
ciety, is the mutual intercourse which 
enables us to expand our ideas, and 
mature our judgment. Society is 
like a storehouse, where each per- 
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son, according to his talent and in* 
formation, contributes bis part for 
the general good and improvement 
of the whole We can in a few pass- 
ing hours acquire knowledge, which 
cost the first possessor much study, 
and intense application. Were we 
to mix more with our brethren of 
mankind of every religious denomi- 
nation, we would have our own rust 
rubbed off, and receive and give 
a better polish. The royal author 
says, " as iron shaipeneth iron, so 
doth a man the countenance of his 
friend." 

Ned. I have been thinking over 
our former conversations, and from 
a minute and impartial survey, I am 
inclined to think favourably of the 
intelligent and well informed part of 
the Catholics; but 1 am really doubt- 
ful of the lower order ; and you 
know power has, is, and ever will 
M in m 
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be, dangerous, when possessed by aii 
infuriated populace. 

Pat. True : But what necessity is 
there for fury ; every day may con 
vince you that Catholic meetings are 
carried on with constitutional regula- 
rity, wherein are spoken the words 
" of trmh anil soberness." You 
know it is generally believed that 
the people of all religious denpritina- 
tion's look up to, and arb under the 
influence of their clergy, and nobi- 
lity ; and in particular, the Roman 
Catholics. Whatever power or in- 
fluence may be derived from their 
emancipation, will be enjoyed by 
these in the higher ranks of lift-; it is 
not iikciy that the ill-informed will 
be called to fill many places of trust 
or responsibility ; they will not be 
raised to a high command in our 
fleets or armies, unless in rare in- 
stances of meritorious conduct ; nei- 
ther will they plead at the bar, nor 
have seats in Parliament. And with 
respect to the peasantry, it is well 
known that many of them joined in 
the ranks, and assisted the yeomen 
in suppressing the : late rebellion ! ! ! ! 

Ned. Suppose the Catholics were 
admitted to situations in the Army, 
I\avy, Universities, and Corpora- 
tions, would tbey not then be en- 
croaching- <m - the Protestants, and 
have more -power than the Presby- 
terians ?'-■-• 

Pat. No ' : It would only be 
opening a door of admission for 
men of talents, who would be use- 
ful to the state. The Catholics pay 
their part of all taxes ; and if they 
help to bear its burdens, why should 
they not share its emoluments. They 
support their own clergy, and con- 
tribute to the upholding the Estab- 
lished and Presbyterian Churches; 
acid their emancipatiott ought to be 
Cause of joy, and not of jealousy. 
If we were to take a retrospective 
view of past events in a neighbour- 
ing kinguoio, where the govern- 



ment Was Catholic, we would find 
at one time an able statesman, pro- 
fessing the Protestant religion, di- 
recting the counsels of the nation 
with wisdom ;* at another time, a 
great commander at the head of the 
army ;f and in a sister island, aU 
though the establishment is Presby- 
terian, the people willingly yield 
their best support to the state. We 
at all times should first endeavour 
to do our duty to God, next to our 
neighbour, and leave the issue to 
the Disposer of event's. 

Ned. But there is another petition 
arrived in town, inimical to the Ca- 
tholic claims; and it has advocates 
who urge many reasons why we 
should sign it also. 

Pat. I was hot surprised to hear of 
such a petition being in the County 
Armagh, where factions, run high ; 
but 1 do not expect that in this en- 
lightened part of the County of An- 
trim, such a petition will find many 
advocates. But it is the inherent 
birth-right of every individual to 
exercise his private judgment as 
conscience directs. However, there 
is one thing necessary to be known, 
whether this petition comes recom- 
mended from the castle, under the 
sanction of a certain Duke, and in- 
fluenced, by a few solitary place- 
men, or whether the people are left 
at liberty to exercise their own judg- 
ments ? 

Ned. Have yon seen a pamphlet 
just arrived-, entitled, " Serious Hints 
to Roman Catholics," formerly pub- 
lished in the Patriot, signed a Pro- 
testant, containing many shrewd and 
severe strictures on the Catholics ? 

Pat. I glanced my eye over a few 
pages, and rather pity than blame 
the author ; he is an alarmist, and 
seems to labour under absurd fears-, 
arising from a heated imagination ; 
and in order to make his readers 
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think- with him, he leads them 
back to days of dark superstition, 
deep ignorance, and horrid cruelty : 
magnifying 'the ills committed by 
the adherents to the Church: of Homo, 
without once adverting to the cause 
which produced the effect ! He also 
wishes to sow the seeds of discord, 
and to bring before the rising genera- 
tion such a horrid picture of defor- 
mity, as is' truly disgusting, and 
should he buried in eternal obli- 
vion. Ho seems to dwell much 
on the religious tenets of the Catho- 
lics, forgetting that their claims are 
principally political. The enemies 
to liberty of conscience are tow suc- 
cessful in dividing us, that they may 
have some pretext to hold their 
places. I entreat you no. longer to 
keep at a distance from your, Catho- 
lic brethren ; banish prejudice ; live 
in love ; cultivate the social prin- 
ciple, and, like our great master, 
endeavour to " promote peace on 
earth, and good-will towards 1 man- 
kind." Farewell, 

M'M. 
Ballj/tucna, 30lh Nov. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ON THE DECREASE OF INHUMAN ai'UIITS, 

IT has beet) usual in times past, to 
represent the passing age as a pe- 
riod an 1 which 'almost every vice was 
.rapidly increasing ; the time in 
which wickedness might be fairly 
supposed to have arrived at maturity, 
or in a more fashionable phrase, its 
ne plus ultra. 

Li drawing this gloomy and over- 
charged picture, the .ancients and 
modern bavealmostuniversally coin- 
cided, both lamenting the gradual 
depravity ,of human nature ; such 
nowiings caused an eminent author 
Jf the last century justly to observe, 
that if the increase of vice had been 



equal to those representations, man- 
kind, long ere our time, would have 
been degenerated into brutes. 

The justness of the above remark 
will be. best appreciated by taking 
a retrospective, view of the actions of 
mankind, as; the best criterion of the 
progress of vice ; by which I am 
confident jve will Hud that our mo- 
rals are better than formerly ; and 
that many of our most conspicuous 
vices, which were the acknowledged 
sources of numerous others, are on 
the decline, some having almost .dis- 
appeared, in this country, even with- 
in our memories. 

In order to demonstrate the truth 
of the above assertions, it is perhaps 
necessary to specify the vices which 
are.decliiiing. I shall therefore be- 
gin, by noticing the- quarrels that 
formerly disgraced our country fair?. 
These have evidently declined much 
within the last forty years.; so much, 
so, that if we except an odd bicker- 
ing between political parties, which 
are also happily, decreasing, such 
occurrences are rare.. Within the 
period just noticed, it was common 
to see the people of different villages 
ortownlands pitted against each o- 
ther, beating one another with cud- 
gels and quart.erstalfs. In these san- 
guinary contests lives were often lost, 
not to mention numbers who w-ere 
made invalids for life. 

The sayage custom of bull-beating 
may be said to have disappeared, 
though once pretty common; and I 
believe the humane reader will hear 
with astonish irient, ,that a gentleman 
who. was lately elected a burgoss to 
represent, in Parliament, a borough 
in the County of Antrim, renewed 
that barbarous practice, by giving 
an animal to be baited ; which ani- 
mal was hunted through the fields 
and streets^-r-What an excellent 
legislator this humane gentleman must 
make ! 

That, if possible, more cruel cus- 



